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penance aspiring to have the darsan of Nataraja dance. Five
years passed. Pleased with his remarkable penance lord
Siva decided to grant Nilakantha his desire. He summoned
the divine architect Viswakarma and asked him to erect a
suitable dance-hall with Dakshina Kailasa Mountain as the
back drop. Viswakarma accordingly erected a huge hall
with four entrances with walls set with gems and windows
of marble. The pillars of the hall were studded with ratnas
while the dias was rich with corals and blue diamonds. The
steps were engraved with rubies and domes were bedecked
with diamonds. The entire hall was decorated with festoons
of golden leaves. On completion the hall was resplendent
with matchless design. Viswakarma gave finishing touches
and reported the matter to Paramasiva and left.
Then Sri Kalahasteeswara manifested Himself from
the Linga installed by Nilakantha. He was accompanied
by Nandi, Gnanambika, Hari, Bramha, Indra and several
other Gods as also by several sages and scriptures that had
taken human form. Nilakantha was thrilled to have the
darsan of the Lord on the fifth day of the bright moon of
the month of Chitra which was a Monday. The yogi
prostrated before the Lord and recited several poems in
His praise. The Lord asked him what he wanted.
Nilakantha said, "O Mahadeva, I am not enamoured of
celestial worlds like Vaikuntha or worldly possessions. I
only want to have a darsan of your Ananda Tandava which
will ward off sins and grant salvation".
Paramasiva agreed. Several gods and goddesses
enthusiastically joined in creating the orchestra for Him*
Lord Brahma well-versed in Bharatasastra had taken up the
cymbals to keep time with dance. Nandi took charge of the
drum. Vishnu \sdth his mridangam, Gouri with Kahalika,
Saraswati with her kacchapi, Indra with his flute, Bana with
the thousand faced Dambara, Lakshmi with Bhastrika and
other gods and goddesses with several musical instruments
were ready.